Love & Responsibility – May 18, 2005

Sections:

Critique of Utilitarianism (p. 34-39)

The Commandment to Love and the Personalistic Norm (p. 40-44)

Summary:

In these sections, we see a contrast between utilitarianism and the personalistic norm, which exhorts us to love one another.

Utilitarianism is a consequence based system of morality that states that an action is morally just if it promotes the greatest pleasure for the greatest number. Utilitarianism has the danger of degrading into egoism. It also suffers from our inability to fully predict the consequences of our actions. 

The largest danger, however, is that utilitarianism places pleasure above all else and treats persons as mere means to that end. 

Instead, we should appeal to the commandment to love and the personalistic norm, which states that the only right relationship to others is an attitude of love. The personalistic norm forms the basis for the commandment to love. Love also places a higher value on the person than on pleasure and advances the cause of justice. Love only truly fits the personalistic norm, not the utilitarian norm.

Section: Critique of Utilitarianism

Para 1 and Para 2 Background on utilitarianism

1. Consequence based system of morality

2. Principle of utility - greatest pleasure for the greatest number

3. Derived from uti “to use”/”to take advantage of” and utilis “useful”

4. Pleasure and avoidance of pain are ends in themselves

5. Unconscious vs. Conscious utilitarianism

Para 3 Problems with utilitarianism

1. Mistake is treating pleasure as the only goal and moral determinant

2. Often morality and conscience command us to do that which involves some pain or renunciation of pleasure

3. Pleasure and pain cannot always be precisely anticipated, much less calculated

Para 4 and Para 5 Love vs. Utilitarianism

1. Utilitarianism makes everything, even other people a means to the end of pleasure

2. It is difficult to base love on utilitarianism

3. Utilitarianism makes claims to altruism, but it is difficult for it to transcend egoism

Para 6 and Para 7 Utilitarianism vs. egoism

1. Our concern for the pleasure of others relates to the pleasure it brings us to please them

2. Instead common goals and love are necessary

3. Question: Is it possible to have utilitarianism without it becoming egoism?

Para 8

1. Both persons become means to ends instead of ends in themselves

2. Love instead allows both persons to avoid using one another

Section: The Commandment to Love and the Personalistic Norm

Para 1

1. The 2 Great Commandments

a. Love God with your whole heart, mind, and soul

b. Love your neighbor as yourself

2. The commandment to love distinguishes persons from the rest of the world

3. Utility vs. Love

Para 2 and Para 3

1. The personalistic norm allows only for the attitude of love for others

2. It provides a basis for the commandment to love

3. The value of the person is always greater than the value of pleasure

Para 4

1. Love is a requirement for justice

2. Justice pertains to things whereas love pertains to persons

3. One who loves must declare this by one’s whole behavior

Para 5 – Para 7

1. Romantic love can lend itself to interpretation along utilitarian lines

2. Love can only truly be combined with the personalistic norm, not the utilitarian norm

Para 8

1. uti – pleasure for its own sake

2. frui – joy in a totally committed relationship

