Love and Responsibility Discussion Group of Washington, DC

July 13, 2005

Opening Prayer:

V.
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

R.
And kindle in them the fire of your love

V.
Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created.

R.
And you shall renew the face of the earth.

V.
Let us pray.  O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant in us the same Spirit to be truly wise and ever rejoice in his consolation.  Liberate us from all that keeps us from you.  Heal us from every form of sin.  Empower us to be a community of love growing always in your likeness.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

R.
Amen


Framework of book: 
Man as both the subject and object of an action

Subject of book:
Sexual morality

Personalistic Norm: 
Affirmation of the person. Negative form - not treating one person purely as a means to an end (first meaning) or the object of pleasure (second meaning) of another person or even of all other persons. Positive form – the person is a good towards which the only proper and adequate attitude is love.
Man’s Nature:
Self-determination; reason, reflection & free will. Inner self
Common Good:
An “end” recognized as good and chosen by persons
Love:
Conscious choice to seek a good together with others and to subordinate self to that good for the sake of others or to others for the sake of that good.  Love or “Loving Kindness” is a creation of human free will
Marriage:
A shared end or good (procreation and growth of the relationship) between a man and a woman identified with a readiness to subordinate oneself to the good represented by the person

Affect
To cause a change, to influence.  To pretend, show preference

Effect
To accomplish.  A resulting state (noun)
Utilitarianism
Primary rule of morality is maximum of pleasure with a minimum of discomfort observed not just by individuals (egoism) but collectively by society
Sexual Urge
furnishes the “material” for action; subordinate to the will and transcends the natural order by an act of love
Divine Order
Order of Existence      the supernatural order & order of nature

Order of nature
Philosophical, psychological and biological order

I. The Person and The Sexual Urge

A. Analysis of the Verb “to Use”

1. The Person as the Subject and Object of Action (pp.21 - 24)
2. The First Meaning of the Verb ‘to Use’ (pp. 25 – 28)
3. ‘Love’ as the Opposite of ‘Using’ (pp. 28 – 31)
4. The Second Meaning of the Verb ‘to Use’ (pp. 31 – 34)
5. Critique of Utilitarianism (pp. 34 – 39)
6. The Commandment to Love, and the Personalistic Norm (pp. 40 – 44)
B. Interpretation of the Sexual Urge (pp. 45-69)
1. Instinct or Urge? (pp. 45-47)

2. The Sexual Urge as an Attribute of the Individual (pp 47 – 51)

3. The Sexual Urge and Existence (pp. 51 -54)

4. The Rigorist Interpretation (pp. 57 - 61)

5. The “Libidinistic” Interpretation (pp. 61 - 66)

6. Final Observations (pp. 66 - 69)

a. Traditional teaching of the Catholic Church on marriage demands objectivity.  Objectivity is the foundation of conjugal morality (p. 66)
1) Primary end of marriage is procreatio
a) The means of continuing existence

b) The Church emphasizes that procreation is objectively, ontologically, a more important purpose than that a man and woman should live together (conjugal) (p. 68)
2) Secondary end of marriage is mutuum adiutorium
a) Conjugal life for man and woman
b) Man and woman 
i. Live together

ii. Complement each other and 

iii. Support each other

c) Conjugal life is more important than the appeasement of natural desire (p. 68)

3) Tertiary end of marriage is remedium concupiscentiae
a) Legitimate orientation for desire

b. The ends of marriage in the order of priority identified are to be realized on the basis of the personalistic norm (pp. 66 – 67)
1) This order is objective, accessible to reason and therefore binding on human persons

2) The Gospel commandment to love points to the fundamental way to realize the ends

a) These are natural to man and oriented by the sexual urge

3) Sexual morality and therefore conjugal morality consists of a stable and mature synthesis of nature’s purpose with the personalistic norm (p. 67)
a) Any end of marriage taken without reference to the personalistic norm is bound to lead to utilitarianism
c. The personalistic norm itself is NOT to be identified with any one of the aims/ends of marriage.  
1) It is the principle upon which the proper realization of each and all depends

a) “Proper” – a manner befitting man as a person (p. 67)
2) The personalistic norm guarantees that the ends will be achieved in the order of importance accorded them for any deviation is incompatible with the objective dignity of the person (p. 67)
3) The practical realization of all the ends of marriage requires the successful practice of love as a virtue for only as a virtue does love satisfy the commandment of the Gospel (p.67)
d. Mutuum adiutorium must not be interpreted to mean “mutual love”  (p. 68)
1) Procreation nor orientation of desire is NOT distinct from love but must result from love as a virtue (p. 68)
e. The ends of marriage can only be realized in practice as a single complex aim (p. 68)
1) Ruling out procreation reduces or destroys the possibility of an enduring marital relationship (p. 68)

2) Procreation unaccompanied by a process of reciprocal education and common striving for the highest good is also incomplete and incompatible with love between persons (p. 68)
3) In marriage, when a man and woman educate and complement each other, their love matures to a point at which it is the proper basis for a family (p. 68)

a) Marriage is NOT identical with the family (p. 69)

II. The Person and Love

A. Metaphysical Analysis of Love

1. The Word “Love” (pp. 73 – 74)
a. Love has various meanings.  It is a complex reality (p. 73)

b. Love is always a mutual relationship between persons

1) This relationship is based on particular attitudes to the good, adopted by them individually and by both jointly

c. General characterization of love (Metaphysical analysis) (p. 73)
1) Substantial elements connected with attitudes to the good

2) Structural elements connected with the reciprocal relationship between persons

3) The love of man and woman takes shape deep down in the psyche of the two persons and is bound up with the high sexual vitality of human beings (psycho-physiological) 
a) Its profound ethical significance constitutes the greatest commandment of the Gospel

b) The object becomes love as a virtue (p. 74)
Summary: Final Observations
Traditional teaching of the Catholic Church on marriage demands objectivity.  Objectivity is the foundation of conjugal morality. The primary end of marriage is procreatio (means of continuing existence), the secondary end of marriage is mutuum adiutorium (Conjugal life for man and woman) and the tertiary end of marriage is remedium concupiscentiae (legitimate orientation for desire).  The ends of marriage in the order of priority identified are to be realized on the basis of the personalistic norm. Sexual morality and therefore conjugal morality consists of a stable and mature synthesis of nature’s purpose with the personalistic norm.   The practical realization of all the ends of marriage requires the successful practice of love as a virtue for only as a virtue does love satisfy the commandment of the Gospel.  In marriage, when a man and woman educate and complement each other, their love matures to a point at which it is the proper basis for a family.
Summary: The Word “Love”
Love is always a mutual relationship between persons.  The love of man and woman takes shape deep down in the psyche of the two persons and is bound up with the high sexual vitality of human beings (psycho-physiological).
2. Love as Attraction

3. Love as Desire

4. Love as Goodwill

5. The Problem of Reciprocity

6. From Sympathy to Friendship

7. Betrothed Love

B. Psychological Analysis of Love

C. The Ethical Analysis of Love

III. The Person and Chastity

A. The Rehabilitation of Chastity

B. The Metaphysics of Shame

C. The Problems of Continence

IV. Justice Towards the Creator

A. Marriage

B. Vocation

V. Sexology and Ethics – A Supplementary Survey

Closing Prayer:

V.
Lord, we love you above all things with our all our hearts, all our souls, all our minds, and all our strength.  Keep us from sin and strengthen our wills by helping us to keep watch over our senses, imagination and hearts.  With the Holy Spirit, lead us to the essential knowledge.  Grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot change, courage to change things we can and wisdom to do what is right and just.  Let us be mindful that true happiness is to be found in seeking and doing Your will.  We give you thanks, almighty God, for all thy benefits, which we have received from thy bounty through Christ our Lord.

R.
Amen.
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