July 13, 2005


D.C. Love & Responsibility Discussion Group
1. Greeting and Introductions (handouts)

2. Announcements/ Sign-up sheet

3. Opening Prayer

V.
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

R.
And kindle in them the fire of your love

V.
Send forth Your Spirit, and they shall be created.

R.
And You shall renew the face of the earth.

V.
Let us pray.  O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant in us the same Spirit to be truly wise and ever rejoice in His consolation.  Liberate us from all that keeps us from You.  Heal us from every form of sin.  Empower us to be a community of love growing always in your likeness.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

R.
Amen

4. Review of Love & Responsibility up to this point (esp. personalistic norm) and Open Discusion!!!
Chapter 1: The Person and the Sexual Urge

I. Analysis of the Verb “to Use”

A. Person as the Subject and Object of Action

B. The First Meaning of the Verb “to Use”

C.  “Love” as the Opposite of “Using” (not “Hate”)
D. The Second Meaning of the Verb “to Use”

E. Critique of Utilitarianism

F. The Commandment to Love and the Personalistic Norm
"Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" And He said to him, "YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' "This is the great and foremost commandment. "The second is like it, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." Matthew 22:36-40
II. Interpretation of the Sexual Urge

A. Instinct or Urge?

B. The Sexual Urge as an Attribute of the Individual

C. The Sexual Urge and Existence

D. The Religious Interpretation

E. The Rigorist Interpretation

F. The ‘Libidinistic’ Interpretation

5. Overview of pgs. 66-74

Chapter 1: Final Observations

1. Three (objective) ends of marriage, in order of decreasing priority:

a. procreatio–procreation, a means of continuing existence of mankind

b. mutuum adiutorium– mutual support (and education in virtue), a conjugal life for man and woman

c. remedium concupiscentiae–remedy for concupiscence, and legitimate orientation for appeasement of desire (66, 68)
“The ends of marriage, in the order mentioned, are incompatible with any subjectivist interpretation of the sexual urge, and therefore demand from man, as a person, objectivity in his thinking on sexual matters, and above all in his behavior.  This objectivity is the foundation of conjugal love. . . . By reason of the fact that they are persons a man and a woman must consciously seek to realize the aims of marriage according to the order of priority given above, because this order is objective, accessible to reason, and therefore binding on the human persons. . . .  For this reason too we must be very much on guard against the trivialization of the teaching of the purposes of marriage.” (66; 67; 67-8)
2. Sexual morality demands the personalistic norm (love as virtue) be integrated with these three ends.
“The idea that the purposes of marriage could be realized on some basis other than the personalistic norm would be utterly un-Christian, because it would not conform to the fundamental ethical postulate of the Gospels.” (67)
Examples regarding Charlotte Lucas in Pride & Prejudice.:

``Well,'' said Charlotte, ``I wish Jane success with all my heart; and if she were married to him to-morrow, I should think she had as good a chance of happiness as if she were to be studying his character for a twelvemonth. Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance. If the dispositions of the parties are ever so well known to each other, or ever so similar before-hand, it does not advance their felicity in the least. They always contrive to grow sufficiently unlike afterwards to have their share of vexation; and it is better to know as little as possible of the defects of the person with whom you are to pass your life.''

``You make me laugh, Charlotte; but it is not sound. You know it is not sound, and that you would never act in this way yourself.''

“Miss Lucas, who accepted him solely from the pure and disinterested desire of an establishment, cared not how soon that establishment were gained.”
a. Procreation without p-norm → rigorism. (67)

b. Remedy for concupiscence without p-norm → libidinism. (67)

c. Mutual support is not to be identified with love, but is the result of love.  None of the ends is distinct from love, let alone opposed to love.  (68)

d. Procreation, for example, is the mutual purpose through which love grows (cf. pp. 28, 38)

e. Ends of marriage are “single complex aim”; omitting any destroys love. (68–69)

“For the Church, in arranging the objective purposes of love in a particular order, seeks to emphasize that procreation is objectively, ontologically, a more important purpose than that man and woman should live together, complement each other and support each other (mutuum adiutorium), just as this second purpose is in turn more important than the appeasement of natural desire.  But there is no question of opposing love to procreation nor yet of suggesting that procreation takes precedence over love.” (68)

i. Ruling out procreation destroys possibility for education in virtue

“To rule out, totally and positively, the possibility of procreation undoubtedly reduces or even destroys the possibility of an enduring marital relationship of mutual education.  Procreation unaccompanied by this process of reciprocal education, and common striving for the highest good would also be in some sense incomplete and incompatible with love between persons.  It is, after all, not only and exclusively a matter of the numerical increase of the human species, but also of education, the natural foundation for which is the family based on a marriage cemented by mutuum adiutorium. . . . However, marriage is not identical with the family, and always remains above all an intimate bond between two people.” (68,69)

Marriage is not typically viewed in our culture as the starting of a family and building of a household, but it is rather considered a social contract between two people for the end goal mutual pleasure.

ii. Mutual help cements the family for the education of spouses and children.

iii. Remedy for desire—what do “spontaneity and depth” mean (p. 69)?

Chapter 2: The Person and Love

I. Metaphysical Analysis of Love

Metaphysics: The branch of philosophy that examines the nature of reality, including the relationship between mind and matter, substance and attribute, fact and value. (Thank you dictionary.com)

What is love?

Love Stinks (Intro Lyrics)
(P. Wolf/S. Justman)

You love her 
But she loves him
And he loves somebody else
Ya just can't win 
And so it goes
Till the day you die
This thing they call love 
It's gonna make you cry 
I've had the blues 
The reds and the pinks 
One thing's for sure 

Love stinks
Have You Really Ever Loved a Woman? (Bryan Adams – intro lyrics)

To really love a woman
To understand her - you gotta know her deep inside
Hear every thought - see every dream
N’ give her wings - when she wants to fly
Then when you find yourself lyin’ helpless in her arms
Ya know ya really love a woman

When you love a woman you tell her
That she’s really wanted
When you love a woman you tell her that she’s the one
Cuz she needs somebody to tell her
That it’s gonna last forever
So tell me have you ever really
- really really ever loved a woman? 

To really love a woman
Let her hold you -
Til ya know how she needs to be touched
You’ve gotta breathe her - really taste her
Til you can feel her in your blood
N’ when you can see your unborn children in her eyes
Ya know ya really love a woman
This book is “only concerned with love between two persons who differ in respect of sex.” (73)  And yet, even in this narrower context, “love” still has many different meanings.

The word “love” requires detailed analysis.  The author starts with: “love is always a mutual relationship between persons.” (73, cf. 123)

“This relationship in turn is based on particular attitudes to the good, adopted by each of them individually and by both jointly.” (73) 

1. Forms of love possesses common elements, but combined in unique ways.  Common elements of any love: attraction and goodwill.
2. Metaphysical (originating in observation of reality) analysis (the present part, I) clears the way for psychological analysis (Part II).  (73)

3. (Bio-physiological aspects discussed in final part of book, chapter 5.)

4. The personal character of love demands an ethical analysis (Part III). This will show us love as a virtue, the greatest virtue. (74)

6. Closing Prayer
V.  
We give You thanks, Almighty God, for these and all Thy benefits which we have received from Thy bounty through Christ our Lord.

R.  
Amen

7. Choose leader for next week (Love as Attraction; Love as Desire - p. 74-82)
Love as Virtue





Remedium Concupiscentiae





Mutuum Adiutorium





Procreatio





Rigorism





Libidinism








