Love and Responsibility Discussion Group of Washington, DC

August 10, 2005

Opening Prayer:

V.
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

R.
And kindle in them the fire of your love

V.
Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created.

R.
And you shall renew the face of the earth.

V.
Let us pray.  O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant in us the same Spirit to be truly wise and ever rejoice in his consolation.  Liberate us from all that keeps us from you.  Heal us from every form of sin.  Empower us to be a community of love growing always in your likeness.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

R.
Amen



Framework of book: 
Man as both the subject and object of an action

Subject of book:
Sexual morality

Personalistic Norm: 
Affirmation of the person. Negative form - not treating one person purely as a means to an end (first meaning) or the object of pleasure (second meaning) of another person or even of all other persons. Positive form – the person is a good towards which the only proper and adequate attitude is love.
Man’s Nature:
Self-determination; reason, reflection & free will. Inner self
Common Good:
An “end” recognized as good and chosen by persons
Love:
Conscious choice to seek a good together with others and to subordinate self to that good for the sake of others or to others for the sake of that good.  Love or “Loving Kindness” is a creation of human free will
Marriage:
A shared end or good (procreation, growth of the relationship and legitimate orientation for desire) between a man and a woman identified with a readiness to subordinate oneself to the good represented by the person

Affect
To cause a change, to influence.  To pretend, show preference

Effect
To accomplish.  A resulting state (noun)
Utilitarianism
Primary rule of morality is maximum of pleasure with a minimum of discomfort observed not just by individuals (egoism) but collectively by society
Sexual Urge
furnishes the “material” for action; subordinate to the will and transcends the natural order by an act of love
Divine Order
Order of Existence      the supernatural order & order of nature

Order of nature
Philosophical, psychological and biological order

Truth
A function and task for man’s reason (objectivity) not emotion or sentiments, which have NO cognitive power but can guide and orient cognitive acts
I. The Person and The Sexual Urge

A. Analysis of the Verb “to Use”

1. The Person as the Subject and Object of Action (pp.21 - 24)
2. The First Meaning of the Verb ‘to Use’ (pp. 25 – 28)
3. ‘Love’ as the Opposite of ‘Using’ (pp. 28 – 31)
4. The Second Meaning of the Verb ‘to Use’ (pp. 31 – 34)
5. Critique of Utilitarianism (pp. 34 – 39)
6. The Commandment to Love, and the Personalistic Norm (pp. 40 – 44)
B. Interpretation of the Sexual Urge (pp. 45-69)
1. Instinct or Urge? (pp. 45-47)

2. The Sexual Urge as an Attribute of the Individual (pp 47 – 51)

3. The Sexual Urge and Existence (pp. 51 -54)

4. The Rigorist Interpretation (pp. 57 - 61)

5. The “Libidinistic” Interpretation (pp. 61 - 66)

6. Final Observations (pp. 66 - 69)

II. The Person and Love

A. Metaphysical Analysis of Love

1. The Word “Love”

2. Love as Attraction (pp. 74 – 80)
3. Love as Desire (pp. 80 – 82)
4. Love as Goodwill (pp. 82 – 84)

a. Love is the fullest realization of the possibilities inherent in man, the greatest possible fullness of objective existence (p. 82)
1) Love is an activity, a deed
2) Genuine love is directed to a genuine, not apparent, good in the way appropriate to that good (p. 83)
a) False love is directed to a specious good or to a genuine good in a way contrary to its nature (false love is evil love)
3) This criteria is also applied to the love of a man and a woman (p. 83)

b. Love between a man and a woman would be evil if it went no farther than desire (p. 83)
1) Goodwill should long for the person’s good not just long for a person
c. Goodwill is the altruistic orientation of the will and feelings (sentiments) (p. 83)
1) Goodwill is free from self-interest (p. 83)
2) Goodwill is the same as selflessness

3) Goodwill is unconditional love
4) Goodwill, the ‘pure essence’ of love, perfects the person who experiences it, bringing both the subject and object of that love the greatest fulfillment (p. 84)

5) Goodwill should be the tendency of love in every phase and every aspect of shared life
6) In marriage, goodwill can keep company with love as desire and even with desire as long as desire does not overwhelm all else in the love of man and woman (p. 84) 

5. The Problem of Reciprocity (pp. 84 – 88)
a. Reciprocity is the single objective whole created from two separate psychological loves
b. Every person is an ‘I’ unique and unreproducible (p. 84)
1) The route from one ‘I’ to another leads through the free will (p. 85)

2) The route may be a one-way street which then lacks the objective fullness of reciprocity and results in unrequited love (p. 85)
3) Unrequited love is condemned first to stagnation in the person who feels it, then to gradual extinction (p. 85)
c. Love is not unilateral but bilateral, something between two persons, something shared (p.  85)
1) Bilateral love creates the immediate basis on which a single ‘we’ can arise from two ‘I’s
2) Reciprocity brings love into existence in the ‘we’ from two ‘I’s  (p. 85)
3) Reciprocity is the proof love has matured and has created a community of feeling between persons (p. 85)
d. Reciprocity demonstrates that a person who desires another as a good desires above all that person’s love in return for his or her own love, desires that is to say another person above all as co-creator of love, and not merely as the object of appetite (p. 86)
1) The ‘selfishness’ of love would seem then to lie only in seeking a response, a response which is love reciprocated but this is not selfishness since reciprocity is in the very nature of love (p. 86)
2) Reciprocity brings with it a synthesis of love as desire and love as goodwill (p. 86)
3) When love as desire predominates, one person will begin to be jealous and suspicious
e. Aristotle’s view on reciprocity (p.86)

1) Reciprocity is something deep, mature and virtually indestructible when based on a genuine good (an honest good) (p. 86)
2) Reciprocity is superficial and impermanent when based on self-interest, utility or pleasure
f. Trust in another person results from love of the highest ethical value and virtue where reciprocity assumes the characteristics of durability and reliability (p. 86 -87)
1) Trust brings freedom from suspicion and jealousy, the ability to rely on a person and for the person who loves is a source of peace and joy (p. 87)
2) If love is only or mainly desire, with the aim to use each other, then reciprocity is superficial and no trust develops (p. 87)
3) Life together becomes a school for self-perfection, an opportunity to test good faith and to reinforce it by virtue (p. 87)
g. A consumer attitude (utilitarian intent) to mutual love seeks pleasure, sensual enjoyment which is not a good that binds and unites people for long (p. 87)
1) Man and woman will be tied to each other as long as there is pleasure or profit
2) No genuine reciprocity can be based only on desire or a consumer attitude (p. 88)
3) Genuine reciprocity cannot arise from two egoisms (p. 88)
h. Conclusions: one theoretical, one practical
1) Theoretically, love must be analyzed not just psychologically but also ethically

2) Practically, people should ‘verify’ their love before exchanging declarations and especially before acknowledging it as their vocation and beginning to build their lives upon it.  More precisely, they should assay that which is in each of the two co-creators of this love and by extension what there is ‘between’ them.  The structure of Love is that of an interpersonal communion.

Summary: Love as Goodwill
Love is the fullest realization of the possibilities inherent in man, the greatest possible fullness of objective existence.  Goodwill should long for the person’s good not just long for a person.  Goodwill is the altruistic orientation of the will and feelings, is free from self-interest, is the same as selflessness and is unconditional love.  Goodwill, the ‘pure essence’ of love, perfects the person who experiences it, bringing both the subject and object of that love the greatest fulfillment.  Goodwill should be the tendency of love in every phase and every aspect of shared life.  In marriage, goodwill can keep company with love as desire and even with desire as long as desire does not overwhelm all else in the love of man and woman.



Summary: The Problem of Reciprocity
Reciprocity is the single objective whole created from two separate psychological loves.  Reciprocity brings love into existence in the ‘we’ from two ‘I’s.  Reciprocity is the proof love has matured and has created a community of feeling between persons.  Reciprocity demonstrates that a person who desires another person as a good desires above all that person’s love in return for his or her own love, desires that is to say another person above all as co-creator of love, and not merely as the object of appetite.  Reciprocity is something deep, mature and virtually indestructible when based on a genuine good.  Reciprocity is superficial and impermanent when based on self-interest, utility or pleasure.  A consumer attitude (utilitarian intent) to mutual love seeks pleasure, which is not a good that binds and unites people for long.  Genuine reciprocity cannot arise from two egoisms.  Theoretically, love must be analyzed not just psychologically but also ethically.  Practically, people should ‘verify’ their love before exchanging declarations and especially before acknowledging it as their vocation and beginning to build their lives upon it.  More precisely, they should assay that which is in each of the two co-creators of this love and by extension what there is ‘between’ them.  The structure of Love is that of an interpersonal communion.
6. From Sympathy to Friendship

7. Betrothed Love

B. Psychological Analysis of Love

C. The Ethical Analysis of Love

III. The Person and Chastity

A. The Rehabilitation of Chastity

B. The Metaphysics of Shame

C. The Problems of Continence

IV. Justice Towards the Creator

A. Marriage

B. Vocation

V. Sexology and Ethics – A Supplementary Survey

Closing Prayer:

V.
Lord, we love you above all things with our all our hearts, all our souls, all our minds, and all our strength.  Keep us from sin and strengthen our wills by helping us to keep watch over our senses, imagination and hearts.  With the Holy Spirit, lead us to the essential knowledge.  Grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot change, courage to change things we can and wisdom to do what is right and just.  Let us be mindful that true happiness is to be found in seeking and doing Your will.  We give you thanks, almighty God, for all thy benefits, which we have received from thy bounty through Christ our Lord.

R.
Amen.
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